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“Nice shooting, Norton," he Mid. drawing a 
silver dollar from his pocket and spinning it 
in the air. “See if you can hit that dollar in 
the air.” 

Automatically, "without thinking. Norton 
shot and knocked the silver cartwheel down. 
In a dead silence Desmond picked it op and 
handed it to Norton. “Pard, that’s mighty slick 
shooting. Here, you cati have the dollar. Reckon 
you ought to be in a side-show. You’d make the 
fat lady look sick, I betcha!” 

Norton stood paralyzed as if he’d taken root 
like a tree. You could almost see him slowly 
collapsing inwardly like a pricked balloon. 

“Hey, Norton,” cackled one of the men. "Yub 
ought to go be a dentist. Trying to make that 
waddie pull his gun is worse than pulling 
teeth. Haw!” 

Norton growled like a wounded bear. In 
desperation, he shot at Desmond’s boots, nick¬ 
ing them. “Dance!” he shouted hoarsely. 


"Dance, yuh low-down polecat!” 

But Desmond seemed to have nerves of steel. 
He merely looked down at the spurts of dirt 
near his feet, and then looked around qultzi- 
cally. “But I can’t dance without some music, 
Norton. Maybe if you was to get some of the 
boys to whip up a right smart tune, I might 
oblige." 

Gun empty and smoking, Norton stood there 
with an idiotic expression, especially when he 
saw Desmond saunter over to his saddlebag 

thing out. All the men were bug-eyed now. 
“Guns were never rightly my weapon,” Dee- 


one time—shooting a bow and arrows.” 

That was what Desmond had drawn from 



and the coin went spinning; And Desmond had 




Rattler! The one word that could make any 
hombre of the west whip out his gun and shoot, 
without hesitation. Desmond whirled and 
pulled his gun—but then he stood there wfth 
his face turned wincing, unable to pull the 
trigger. The other cowpoke shot the side¬ 
winder. 

“Well, .reckon you know my secret now," 
Desmond said. “And that answers yore ques¬ 
tion, why I took up bow and arrow. Never 
could stand the noise of them shooting irons!" 

“Holy horned toads!” gasped the other cow¬ 
poke. “If Buffalo Norton only knew! You’re 
GUN SHY!” 
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